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Jonathan Honeysett watched England
beat Slovenia as he waited for confirmation
that he had booked a trip to the Bahamas
in the Virgin Atlantic PGA National Pro-Am
Championship regional final at Fulford.

Honeysett teamed up with PGA professional
David Padgett from HarrogateÕs Pannal Golf
Club for the SkyCaddie-supported event.

But after carding an impressive seven-under-
par 65 at the York course, the duo had a six-
hour wait to find out if they had made the
grand final on the island of Grand Exuma
where they will compete at the Sandals
Resort, Emerald Bay, from November 23-28.

In the end, they won on countback ahead of
Ashby DecoyÕs Andrew Miller and Robert
Burton with defending champion Darren Leng
of Far Grange Park just one shot off the pace
with Richard Brown from Wakefield.

Honeysett, a 44-year-old banker, from
Harrogate did not have the Bahamas on his
mind after a poor start.

He said: ÒW e made a five at the par four first
and thought we were heading for a day to
Canvey Island rather than the Bahamas. We
were level-par after eight holes but it went
potty after that with four birdies in a row
followed by an eagle.

We finished on 65 but felt it was more like a
64 in the manner in which we got there.Ó

The result continued a fine year for Padgett
who finished joint fourth-place in the Senior
PGA Professional Championship.

Jon gets kick out
of Virgin triumph m Stephen Gray continued his good run of form

this week to claim a double success in the Tartan
Tour's Professionals' Pro-Am at Bonnyton.

The Hayston pro, who shared top spot in the
Open's regional qualifier at Musselburgh on
Monday, fired a four-under 68 and tied for first
place with Euan Cameron and former PGA Cup
player Craig Matheson.
m Mark Finlayson grabbed a share of the honours in
his own backyard in the Tartan Tour's Edzell Pro-Am .

Finlayson fired a five-under 66 and finished in a t ie
for the top with Hayston's Stephen Gray. 

The leading duo finished two strokes ahead of
Blairgowrie's Stuart Reekie.
m Mark Mouland followed up on weeks of solid
play with a two shot victory at the Abbey Hotel
Pro-Am.

His four-under-par 68 distanced himself from
the chasing pack of Iain Powell (Menzies
Welcombe Hotel and Spa) and Thomas Rastall
(Sleaford GC).
m Damian Mooney handled the western seaboard wind
best at Narin & Portnoo to open a two shot gap at t he
top of the leaderboard after the two-day Harcourt
Hotel PGA Pro-Am.

Deadly Mooney opened with a two-under-par 71 and
added a 72 second time out for his three-under tota l
of 143, two strokes to spare over joint overnight
leaders Eamonn Brady (Clontarf) and Gary Cullen
(Beaverstown).
m Gareth Wright powered to victory in the
second event on the Tartan Tour's Sprint to St
Andrews Series at Dunbar.

The West Linton pro birdied his first four holes
on his way to a seven-under 64 and won the
£1,000 first prize by three shots from Ladybank's
Alan Lockhart. Stephen Gray, Stewart Savage
and Paul McKechnie shared third place with 68s.
m Graham Howell continued his good form by winning
the Forest Hills Pro-Am by three-shots from Jon Bev an
(Wessex Golf Centre) with Ed Goodwin (Cirencester) and
James Lee (Caerphilly) two shots further back in th ird.
m Steven Taylor notched his first Tartan Tour
win of the season in the Heil Bathgate Pro-Am.

The Bothwell Castle pro, with six previous top-
tens on the domestic circuit this year, made the
breakthrough with a sparkling eight-under 63 to
bank the £1,154 top prize. Taylor won by three
shots from former Scottish PGA Matchplay
champion Mark King.
m Englishman Andrew Marshall topped the standings
in the Kirkhill Centenary Pro-Am.

The Houston Golf Range pro shot a five-under 65
and won by two shots from Paul McKechnie, Stuart
Williamson and Scott Henderson. 

Golf ShortsClub maker carves out 
trip to the Bahamas  

A mateur Jason Buckell went from
building golf clubs to using them to
win a trip to the Bahamas at the

Virgin Atlantic PGA National Pro-Am
Championship regional final at Frilford
Heath.

The 21-year-old from Frimley in Surrey
teamed up with Windlesham PGA professional
Richard Bishton to record a seven-under-par 65
and win the event which is supported by
SkyCaddie Ð the PGAÕs official rangefinder.

The duo triumphed on countback from Paul
Bryant and amateur player Mark Copley of
OxfordshireÕs Waterstock club and can look
forward to the final at the Sandals Resort,
Emerald Bay, on the island of Grand Exuma
from November 23-28.

Buckell said: ÒI work for a company that makes
golf clubs and I only got the job through my club
when they were asking if there was anyone who
wanted to go and work for them,Ó he said.

Meanwhile it was BishtonÕs first ever
appearance in the event after stepping in as a
last minute replacement for WindleshamÕs head
pro Lee Mucklow who was on holiday.

Bagshot-based Bishton, 32, admitted the pair
found the Oxfordshire course testing but they
did just enough: ÒI was playing quite accurately
at first but I was a bit rusty at the end and my
partner was there for me.

ÒWe had a nerve-racking wait as I knew that
eight-under-par won it last year.

ÒBut we got there. IÕm delighted as it means I
have a 100 per cent record in the competition! 

ÒYou certainly wonÕt find any previous records
for me in this event and the only reason I was
there this time was to stand in for Lee.

ÒHeÕs in Nice on holiday and now IÕm going to
the Bahamas! He probably wonÕt be too pleased
when he hears the result - but seriously heÕll
wish us all the best.

ÒWe had a bit of a wobble with bogeys at the
sixth and seventh. But our back nine was good
with four birdies.Ó

FINALISTS: Jason Buckell and Richard Bishton

BAHAMAS BOUND: Honeysett and Padgett

Victory was shared at the Rothley Park
Pro-Am with Simon Lilly and Matthew Cort
sharing the spoils. 

The duo finished three shots ahead of third-
placed Mark Mouland and Daniel Green but the
two winners could not have put their rounds
together more differently.

Cort (Kibworth) had six birdies on the back
nine, four consecutively from the 13th, but
would have been disappointed having only
made par at the 509-yard par-five 18th hole. 

Meanwhile, Lilly put his round together on the
front nine, with three birdies, but it was the
par-five 15th that made his day. An eagle
catapulted him to five-under-par for the day. A
total he defended, through the final three holes. 

Route 66 sees duo
share the spoils


